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- Jere. 8. 5. Why then is this People of Jeru- 

| ſalem flidden back, vy a perpetual backfliding 2 

| they hold faſt deceit, they refuſe to return. 

| Jere. 3. 12 Odo and proclaim theſe words 
| fowards the North, and ſay, Ketfurn, thou back- 
 lliding Iſrael, ſaith the LOKD, and J will nof 

| cauſe mine anger fo fail. upon you : for J ant 
merciful, faith the LORD, and J will nof keep 

| anger for ever. 
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REMEMBRANCE 


Of Former TIMES ior this 


The Firſt Part. 


CET 


Tfaiah V. rn, 2. 

Now will 1 ſing to my well beloved a ſons to my 
beloved, touching his wvineyurd; my weil-beloved 
bath a Vinejard in a very fruitful hill. 

2. And he fenced it, and pathered out the ſtones there- 
of, and planted it with the choiceſt vine, and buiit 
8 tower in the midſt of it, and alſo made a wine 
preſs therein : and be looked that it ſhould bring 
Forth grapes ; and ut brought forth wild grapes, 

I principally ſcope at the laſt words.. 


a 


His Great Prophet Iſaiah was one 
whom God Raiſed up, and Endowed 
with a Spirit of Prophecy above molt 

| in thoſe days: And as to foretel. 


\Chrilt che Meſias coming, and Other Accem- 
— A 2 complilite 


= 
[4] 
pliſhments, fo to hear witneſs againſt the woſul 
Degeneracy of thoſe times, that is of Gods own 
People greatly declined, and wofully degenerated 
from God and his Wayes, and trom the | Purity 
of his Worſhip, wherein their Godly Fore-fathers 
walked in former dayes; when God planted C 
theth a Noble Vine, and was the Glory in the | vi 
midſt of chem; and as a Wall of fire round a | 
bout them tor their defence. n 
Of whoſe woful degeneracy as the Lord com- | pi 
pains by this Prephet ; Chaprer the firſt, ver. 2,3. | pl 
and chap. 3. and other places ; fo he makes the | F 
like fad complaint by that mournſu] Prophet | mz 
"Jeremy, chap. 2.w. 1. as you may fee there; alfo | dt 
by Ezeizel and others of his Prophets. But now | Io 
to liop a little betore I proceed ; may not the | R 
Lord juſtly make the like fad complaine of the | di 
kamencable Degeneracy of his People in theſe | Io 
Dayes ; and chat with far greater and more grie- | nz 
vous Aggravations thereof than that People were | D 
chargeable with ; for we eſpecially in New En- 
gland have been brought up under greater and | ca 
| more glorious Light than they. They were | m 
| trained up under myſterious Types and Shadows, | G 
only pointing ac Chrilt to come; but we under 
clear Goſpel Light in the Accompliſhment ; Chri/# 
manifefted in the Fleſh, ſeen of Angels, believed mm in 
the world, regeived up to Glory, whoſe Second Co- | fe 
ming we expect and hope for e're long. 
And yet notwithſtanding we have in our firſt | 7: 
times been chus planced a Noble Vine ; ena 
| ave 
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Judgments from year to year. 


43 
have we not brought forth wild or ſower Grapes, 
bad fruit, made evil Returns to the Lord after 
all the great things God has done for us, eſpeci- 
ally in our Primiave T imes. 

And whereas in theſe lacter dayes God for our 
Corre&ion and Amendment hath ( as we know ) 
viſited and ſmitten us with awful and waſting 
Yet 1s it not ma- 
nifeſt, that we in this, and the Riſing Generation 
grow 'worſe and worſe ; fo that God may jultly 
plead with us as he did with this Profle, Ila. I. 
5 Why ſhould ye be ſmitten any mare, you will Revols 
more and. more; wherein the Lord (in effec ) 
doth charge them with Incorrigiblenefſs, under 
long Fontinued Corrective Judgments as Ripe of 
Ripening for Defolation, which indeed accor- 
dingly haſtened upon them ; firſt, by the Baby- 
lomih Seventy Years Captivity, wherein a Rem- 
nant was preſerved. And finally by the Romiſh 
Defolation to this Day. 

And truly theſe things conſidered, we have 
cauſe to fear and tremble to think what God 
may do with this Sinful and Dzg2n2ratc Age and 
Genzration wherein we live. | 

The Lord prepare us. 

But to proceed 

Firſt from the whole of the Parable, the 04- 
ſervation i:, en ee, 
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I come to particulars, 


EQY 
. of Goſpel Light and means of Grace, and *that un- 
' der his Divine Protection and Culture, he expetts 

they ſhould bring forth the fruit of all in Piety, 

Godlineſs, and growth of Religion and Holineſs. 
Obſerv. 2. That when ſuch a People ſo Planted, do 

univerſally Degenerate and Backſlide from the Pri- 

mitive Puritygnd Godlineſs of their Fore fathers 
and Anceſtors, aud Sin and Iniquity does abound, 
moiwithſtanding Goſpel Light, and Means of Grace 

Full continued io them for their InſtruGion in Re- 

Iigion ; and Fatherly Chaſtiſements from God in- 

flugea upon them for their Correction and Amend- 

ment, God is highly provoked thereby, and may 
quſtly complain of ivem as Unieachable and Incorri- 

_ gible. 

Obvſerv. 3. That ſuch a People are Ripe or Ripening 
fer Deſolating Judgments, if they do not ſpeedily 
Repent, Reform and turn to God. 

Ot the firit Obtervation the Summe is, That 
when God has planted a People in their firſt 
times on foundations of Religion and Piety, he 
exvects they ſhoutd bring forth the fruie thereof 
an{werably ; thzmicives, and their Poſterity, 

For proot and illuttration whereot. 

xt. Some Scriptures. 2. Some Reaſons. 3. Some 
Applicaticn for our improvement. 

1. For proot ; not only the Parable it ſelf does 


clearly inter ir, the whole of Gods Planting and 


Cultivation of that People as his Vineyard doth 
tuliy prove it, as 1 ſhall juither demonſtrate when 


But 


give ear O Earth, 
ave nouriſhed and brought up Children, and they 
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But this expeRation of Fruitfulneſs may be 
alſo gathered from Iſa: 1.2. Hear O Heavens, and 
for the Lord hath ſpoken it : 


bave Rebelled againſt me. God calls the Inhabt- 


tants of Heaven, the Angels above, and the Inha- 


bitants of the Earth, men below to conſider (as 


were) of the matter ; what he might juſtly 
- expect having fo nouriſhed and brought up Chil- 
Oren : What to Rebel againſt him ? to prove Re- 


bellious at laſt; ſure that is an evil return, and 


both Heaven and Earth will tcſtifie againſt ſuch 


a ſinful and ungrateful People. 

Now you that are Parents ; if your Children 
whom you have nouriſhed and well brought up 
ſhould prove rebellious againſt yon, you would 
furely cry out againſt them, and juſtly too, and 
greatly 
hopes. 
Why thus God himſelf Goes ( as you have 
heard ) when his Children or People whom he 
had nouriſhed and brought up, proved rebellious 
and Degenerate, as that people aid in ivture Ge- 
nerations. So further, what a ſad complaint the 
Lord makes apainſt this People, Jer. 2. 10. I had 
planted thee a noble Vine 5 How then art theu turned 
into the Degenerate Plant of a ſftravge wine unto me? 
Again, Hoſ. 11.7. Aly people are (ent to Rack ſliding 
from me : though they called them to the meſs High, 


none at all ould exalt kim. - Again, Hef. 10. 1. If- 


rael is an empty vitje, ke vringeth fcjth fruit unto 


 bimſelf, 4 In 


lament the Gilappointment of your 
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In the next place I ſhall lay down ſeme Rea- | 7, 
ſons why God may expect ſuitable and - anſwera- | þa 
Þle fruitfulneſs from the Vineyard of his Profel- 

M1 ſing People. EE his 
12 And therein firſt, I ſhall refer to Gods Aunci- | lig 
' | - ent [/rael, to ſhew what great things God did for | Pu 
| them, then conſider what God hath done for us | tua 
| in Alluſion thereunto. | 
| i. God did much for that People in the great | 
i: | coſt and pains ( as I may fay ) he was at in his | the 
| Planting and Cultivation of them to make them | the 
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his Vineyard and fruitful Inheritance. ag: 
To which end Firſt, From his Soveraign Grace Fa 
and free mercy, he ſingled them out, and ſepara- | his 


ted them irom the reſt of Mankind loſt in the | &c 
Firſt Adam. Thus he did with Abrabam, Gen. | pr 
IF. I. 1 am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of 
the Chaldees to give thee this Land, Whereby we | tin 
fez the Lord ſeparated Abraham from a Heathen 
People, to lay the foundation of his Church firſt | 
in his Family, and afterwards in his Poſterityz [Ped 
which continued ( as we know) to the Coming |Pr: 
of the Promiſed Meſfias Jeſus Chrift, whom they [to 
| then Rejected, and were therefore Rejeted [ſin 
| ehemſelves to this day. 

2, God might juſtly expe& ſuch fruitfulnels Fg 
|| from that People, irom the high Obligation he ec 
| Jaid upon them, in giving them his Divine Laws, [tur 
| Statutes and Judgments for their Inſtrytion and [he 
| Education in Grace, and holy Obedience, as *tis [Fs 
| faid, Pal, 147, 19, 20, He ſhewed his word unto hall 
Tacob, 
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. 9 ] 
Tacob, bis Statutes and Tudgments unto Iſrael; be 
bath not dealt ſo with any Nation. | 

3. God might juſtly expe fruitfulneſs of that 
his People and Vineyard, in conſideration of the 
light and means of grace afforded them in his 
Publick Worſhip and Ordinances for their ſpiri- 
tual growth, to ripen them for Eternal Glory. 

4. God might juſtly expect ſuch fruifulneſs of 
that his People, from his furcher Cultivation of 
them by his fatherly Chaſtiſements of them for 
their recovery and amendment when they ſinned 
againſt him ; and this according to his Covenant 
Faithfulnels, as promiſed, Pal. 89. 3o, 31, 32. If 
bis Chilaren forſake my Law, 1 will chaſtiſe them, 
&c. FI ſhall now proceed to make fome Im- 
provement of what hath been ſaid. 

1. With Refleion upon our {:lves in theſe 
times. 2, For Humiliation. 4. Exhortation. 

1. For Information and RefieQion. 

Hath the Lord in former dayes Planced his 
Peoples in this Wilderneſs to be his Vineyard : 
Pray let us feri ouſly conſider what ſteps he took 
to bring about that great work, in a very near 
ſimilitude ro what he did for his T/rae! of, old, 

1. He brought them ( as we know ) out of 
Egyptian Bondage ; the fore Oppreſiion and Per- 
ſecution they underwent there, as the Holy Serip- 
ture fully declares ; fo 'tis faid, Exod. 20.2. I am 
the Lord thy God that brought thee out of the Land of 
Eg ypt out of the Hoiſe of Bondage. And of this 
allo the Lord minds them again, Deus. 6.11, ; 2, 
7 Wer 


[. T0 'A 
When thau art full then beware left thou forget the 
Lord which brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, 
from the Houſe of Bondage. 

Now may not this 7 ſaid in a parallel fenfe 
of the fir{t Generation of our Godly Fathers and 
Anceliors. For although God Gid not bring them 
ou! of an, Fgy1prian Heathen Land, rather a plea- 
1a! os :1 deinable Country, yet conſidering the 
Io: Pertocution of the Saints and Servants of 
Go ir; thee times, they might be truly ſaid to 

| bu brought out of the houſe of bondage ; 1/raet's 


Bondage was outward chiefly ; bur there's a 


Conſcience BonGage, and that 1s the foreſt, and 
tla: with great & heavy outward Sufferings tOO, 

2. The ſecond ſtep of Divine Power and Pro- 
vidence towards that People of Iſrael] was, that he 
led them through the Red: Sea, by his mighty 
power made a way for them, which elſe had 
ftopt ard diſcouraged them, as tus faid, Exod. 15. 
119. the Children Fa lj ae went 0 dry Land through 
the midſt of the Sea, i bus the Lord brought his 


People over the; Orcat Arlanaich Ocean, ( ſaid to} 


be the ee in te World ) and that with 
molt remarkable ſatery in tolc Gays ; fo to plant 
them his Vineyar 01 in this Wilderneſs, 

.--1he thu d i Li) Gi 1'v Th MG Pitt penfation tO- 
waids and for thac People was, that God did 
calt out the Heathen co mare roecm {for them, as 
Plal, 80. 8. thou batt cif out ite Fleathen, and 
Planted ut, 8c. 00 thie Loid to rnake roem for his 
People, and for their greater ſatety cait out the 
Heat, 
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Heathen in great numbers, by fore ſickneſs and 
mortality in thoſe times ; and ſince diminitht 
them much by the Sword of War. This was as 
in the Parable to gacher out the Stones for the 
Planting ot bis Vineyard. | 

4. The fourth ſtep of Divine Diſpenſation to- 
wards that People, the Lord ſet up a Rich and. 
coltly and glorious Tabernacle for his Worſhip, 
accorcing to the Pattern given to Moſes in the 
Mount, with the Ark of the Teſtimony or Co- 
venant ; all myſtically and typically pointing at 


Ciriſt their promiſed Meflias, to build them up, 


and eſtabliſh them in Religion and. Godlineſs ; 
and to prepare them for Entrance and Sertlement 
in that. Typical Canaan: And thereunto they 
might not add any Invention of their own, nor 
alter a pin of that Sanctuary. 

_ Sothe Lord at firſt planting of his Vineyard in 
this Land in the days of our Fore fathers, he 
Settkd Evangelical Churches according to the. 
Pattern in the Mount, viz. Chiiſt's Inſtitutions 


\given forth by his holy Apoſtles in thoſe Primi- 


tive Times of the Goſpel without reipe& to 
Humane 'Fraditgons as che Inventions of men. 

F' The fitth ſtep of Divine - Diſpeniation to- 
wards that People : He gave them Laws and 
Ordinances, the Moral ani Cercmonital Law for 
their enlignining and inftiruction in the Will of 
God, and jor diretion in his Worthip, to mike 


them truitiul in Holineſ:, and to Kipcn tlie 10D 


the Spiritual and Erernal Canaan, as 'tis Neb 9. 
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14 thou madeft known to them thy Holy Sabbath, 


and Commandeſt them Statutes and Laws, &Cc. 


So the Lord was pleafed to ſettle his Churches 


in New-Exgland in thoſe firſt times with pure 


Worſhip and Ordinances of his own Inftitution 
& Appoiatment in his Word, to prepare & ripen 
them for Eternal Life and Glory. 

6. The fixth ſtep: The Lord built a Tower 
in the midſt of that his Vineyard for their Pro- 
tection and Defence. And by that we may un- 


derſtand the Civil Government ſettled among 


them by Judges, for preſervation of good Order, 
Righteoulneſs and Peace, and they qualified ac- 
cording to Ferbro's counſel to Moſes ; men fearing 
God, men of truth, hating Coveteouſneſs. And 
was it not thus in our firſt times; the then Ru: 
lers were wile and godly Worthies of our [/raet, 
however too lightly thought of by too many of 
this Generation. SSN 

7. The ſeventh ſtep of Divine Providence to- 
wards Gods Ancient 1/rae] was with reſpe& ta 
their protection and defence againſt their forreign 
Enemies ; for whilſt they continued to be his 
Glory, God was a Defence to them, as promiſed, 
Iſa. 4. 5- And the Lord will create upon every dwel- 
ling place in Mount Sion, and upon her Aſſemblies, a 
Cloud and Smoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming 
fire by night, for upon all the Glory ſhall be a Defence. 

To this ek alſo that promile, Pſal. 14.1. 2. 
As the Mountains are round about Feruſalem, ſo the 
Lord is round about bis People from henceforth even 


for 


times; was not the Lord as a 


RE [x3 
for ever Alfo Zechb. 2.5. And was it not thus 
with Gods people in New-Enmgland in our firſt 
Wal of Fire round 
about them, and their Defence againſt all Ene- 
mies at home and abroad, fo that no weapon, 
council or device proſpered againſt them in thoſe 
days, as tis well known. But alas, alas ! has not 


the Lord comparatively forſaken us in theſe days, 


and juſtly too, becauſe we have forſaken bim. 

8. The eighth ſtep obſervable may be with re- 
ſpe& to Gods Diſpenſations towards that People 
in after times, For when they began to Dege- 
nerate from God and his ways, which was in a 
gradual manner; God was pleaſed for their Cor- 
rection and Amendment, gradually to viſit them 
wich Corrections and Chaſtiſments for their Re- 
formation and Recovery. Of this the Lord gave 
them warning, Deut. 31. 16, 17. Read the ſumm : 
If they forſake, I will forſake them, &c. and as *tis 
Pſal. 89. wiſa their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with ſtripes. And thus the Lord did 
when they degenerated from him, as we may 
ſee, Amos 4. 6. I gave you cleanneſs of teeth in all 
your Cities, and want of bread in all your places ; yet 
have you not returned unto me. v. 9. I have ſmitten 
you with blaſtings and mildews, and palmer worms, 
8c. yet have you not returned unto me. Yea, V. 10. 
*15 further ſaid, that God ſent the Peſtilence a- 
mong them, and the Sword, and Burnings ; yet 
the Lord goes on with the ſame Complaint : Yet 
have you not Returned unto me, Fa 
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Arid now pray let us folemnly conſider : Is not 
this our caſe ? ach not the Lord thus awfully 
diſpenſed towards us for m ny years palt, and to 
this day in a great m2aliire? Have we not ſren 
and tele many of theſe: Jadyments of God 1n this 
Land ; blaſtings, miliews, worms, ſhortnings of 
our Bread Corn, Sickneſs, Mortality, Sword, 
Burnings and the like, though not! ſo univerſally 
as upon that People. _ 

Bur for all theſe fore Chaſtiſements, where is 


our Reformation and Returrnng ro God : May 


not the Lord make the fame Complaint againſt 
us as againſt them : Net have you mot returned unto 
me; yea and fay of vs as of them, Iſa x. Hear O 
Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, I have nouriſhed and 
brought up a people in New England, and they have 
Rebelled againſt me. I had planted thte,O New En: 
gland, a noble wine, how art thou then degenerated. in- 
to the plant of a ſtrange wine unto me? But to go ON 
with a further account about that People. 
9. The Lerd fſecing that inſtead of being 
tormed by his Word and Judgments, they grow 
worſe and worſe, and fo proved incorrigible ; it 
put him ( as *twere )) to a ſtand what to do, as 
we may find in the Parable, ſa. 5. 3, 4. And now 
O Inhabitants of Feruſalem, and men of Tudah, judg 
I pray jou betwixt me and my Vinejard; what could 
have been done more, that 1 hawe not done ? when 1 
looked it ſhould bring forth Grapes, it brought forth 
ſewer Gra pes, | 
Now the Lord having thus Expoſtulated with” 
them 


Re-' 
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them for their unfruitfulneſs under all bis 
Culcvations of them by che means of Grace, ta- 
ving afforded them his divine approbation againit 
Enemies. And at laſt viſiied them for their de- 
generacy by his fatherly Chaſtiſements ; and they 
ſtill proving unfruitful and incorrigible nocw1th- 
ſtanding ; the Lord being by all put to a ſtand 
what to do with ſuch a People, reſolves ttie que- 
ſton himſelf, v. 5, 6, 7. that is in ſhort, he 
would even give them up and lay them waſt 
(only as we know God had his Eie& Ones whom 
he preſerved even in Babylon) And then in the 
ſequel of chat Chapter, beginning wv 8. lo v. 11, 
18, 20, 21, 22. the Lord denounces woes to. 
them ; Wo, Wo, Wo, ſix times ſucceffively : A 
ſeries of Woes accompliſht in awtul waſting, de- 
ſolating Judgments. ; | 
And to the ſame purpoſe the Lord threatned 
them for their Impenitency and Incorripiblenels, 
with fore and defolating Judgments by others of 
his Prophets, as we may ſee in Amos 3. And then 
proceeds to the Execution of them, chap. 4. verſe 
I2. tells them plainly : Thus ill I do unto thee, O 
Iſrael, and becauſe I will do this, prepare to meet thy 


God O Iſrael, And then follows a mournſul la* 


mentation for them by that Prophet, chap.5. 1,23: 
In the next place I ſhall further and more par- 

ticularly Apply and Improve all to our ſelves. 
And therefore firſt, Let it be for Examination. 


You have heard what Gods Diſpenſations were 
and the evil 
returns 


towards his Ancient 1/rael of old ; 
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returns they made, and the fad and doleful iſſue] ar 
of all. Let us then ( ] fay ) come home to our Io 
{clves Gods Proteſling People in this Wilderneſs. 
O let us ſeriouſly refle&t, comparing tormer dayes | ea 
with our mes. m 

May not the Lord take up, and jaitly improve | ca 
this Parable againſt us, as well as againit them in | az 
every ſtep of his Diſpeniations towards us from || th, 
our very firſt beginning. As in affording us ſuch | {+ 
Goſpct Light, Liberties and Privilecges above any | in 
other people in thoſe times; giving us his pure 
Worlhip & O-dinances,building up his Mount Si- 
on and Jeruſalem in the midit of us in Evangelt- 
cal Churches ; and therein the platform of his 
Spiritual Kingdom in our primitive times, beyond 
what was to be found in all che Earth ; all things 
conlidered. 

Bur I pray let us conſider what fruit have we 
brought torch to his Glory, good grapes cr rather 
lower grapes from one end of the Land to the 
other in theſs times. tw 

If fo, let it be for a Lamcntation. _ tic 

Ah! how well may the Lord complain of us, || vo 
as he did of that his Ancient 1ſrae!, Jer. 2. 21. I | da 
bad p'amed thee a noble wine, wholly a right ſeed; || thi 
How then art thou turned into the Degenerate plant of || an 
a ſtrange wmne unto 78 7 lee allo ver 3T, 32. N 

3. Let the next Improvement be for Humilia- | ar 
tion : If ever any pcople had cauſe to humble | 
themſelves in Sackcloth and Aſhes before the | tat 
Lord under the fenſe of their wotul DA, tut 

and 
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and Gods awful waſting Judgments we have been 
long under, and {till are ; ſarely we have. 

And to quicken us thereunto,as alſo,to humble, 
earneſt and fervent prayers and ſupplication for 
mercy ; ſee 2 Chron. 7. 14. If my people which are 
called by my name, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray 
and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked ways : 
then will 1 hear from heaven, and will forgive their 


ſin, and will heal their Land. O that it were 1o 


indeed wich us. _ 

But alas ! alas! inſtead of humbling our ſelves, 
which God calls to, and that in Sackcloth and 
Aſhes, as 1/#. 22. 12. Behold other things, the ſu- 
perabounding of Pride and Vanity, Fantaitick 
ttire and Ornaments, monſtrous Head-Towers, 
nd other antick Dreſſes : And many other God- 
provoking, and Land-deſtroying, yea, and ooul- 
deſtroying fins which the Lord condemns and 
threatens, 1/a.3.13, to 24. and many other places. 

4. And laſtly to conclude all with a word or 
two for Exhortation and Counſe] to this Genera- 
tion. Seeing our ſins and degeneracy have pro- 
voked God to follow us ſo long, and that to this 
day with woful Judgments, and threaten us fur- 
ther for our incorrigibleneſs ( if we do not repent 
and turn ) even with Deſolation. 

Let us therefore fay-in our hearts, and one to 
another, ( and O that it might be fo throughout 
the Land ) as the Prophet Hoſea did in his Exhor- 
tation to that people, Heſ. 6. 1. Come and let us Re- 


turn unto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will beal 
B us, 
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us, be hath ſmitten and be vill bind as up, &c. And 
then he promiſes further, he will Revive us, and 
we ſhall live in his ſight, Thus (I fay) Let us 
call one upon another, Come, Come, O Come, 
Let us return unto the Lord, ec. 


| But you may ſay, How ſhall we Return ? 
I anſwer by ſincere and ſerious Humiliation, 


thorow Reformation, and reſtleſs wreſtling pray- 


er, in the name, and through the Mediation of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Advocate and Interceffor in Hea- 


ven : And then we may hope that for his ſake 
the Lord will make good that gracious promiſe 
before-mentioned, 2 Chron, I4., to hear us from 
Heaven, forgive our fins, and heal our Land: 


And ſo be gracious to the Remnant of his Fo- 
feph, as 'tis promiſed, Amos 5. 1x. WV 


But ii we Return net, then we have cauſe to 
fear thoſe Repeated Woes denounced againſt 
Gods Ancient I/rael aforeſaid, Iſa. 5. &c. will be 
our fad portion at laſt. : 

O therefore let us tollow God with prayer, 
together and apart, That he would have mer- 
cy upon his I1/rae!, the Remnant of his Foſeph 
in this Land, and in other parts of the World 
#n this dark and gloomy Day, 


29:1 
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For a further Awakening I ſhall add the Mourn- 

; ers Lamentations tor the Sins and Degeneracy 

n, of the TIMES: And Gods Awful Judgments 

y- |. long continued and further threatned. 

of As alſo to ſtir up Chriſtians to deep Humiliation, 

2a- tervent Prayer, and thorow Reformation. 

o From the Forty fourth Pſalm. 

"IM EP 7 IP} 


q « Exod. 33. 5. Put off thine Ornaments from thee, that 
T1 may know what to do with thee. 

© || -Ifa. 55.6. Seek the Lord while be may be found, call 
ye upon bim whil#t be is near, 


| ll 
nſt | pa ng 


* | 
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| Pſalm 44. 22, 24, 25, 26. [} | 


Awake, why ſleepeſt thou, O Lord ? ariſe, caſt us not 
off for ever. 
Fherefore hideſ# thou thy face ? and forgetteſs our 
affliftion and our oppreſſion ? 
For our foul is bowed down to the duſt : our belly 
cleaveth unto the earth. 


Ariſe for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies ſake. [| 
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The | T- IN this Palm we have Davids, or rather che 
Churches fore Afiction and Diftrefs, {| 

2. The Churches Integrity and good frame of | 
Spirit under all. And 3 
B 2 3. Their M4 
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2, Their Prayer in the words Read. | 
x. We have an account of the Churches Q1- 
Itrefſed and aftited State, w. g.to 17. Thou ba#t 
caſt off, and pit us to ſhame : and goeſt not forth with 
our Armies. Thou makeſt us to turn back from the 
enemy : ana they which hate us ſpoil for themſelves. 
verſ. 11. Thou 2aſt given us like ſheep appointes for 
meat : and haſt [cattered us among the heathen. v. 12. 
Thou ſeileſ# thy people for nought, and doeſt not increaſe 
thy wealth by their price, Thou makeſt us a reproach 
to our neighbeurs, @ ſcorn and deriſion to them that are 
round abou! us. Thou makeſt us a by word among the 
heathen; a ſhaking of the head among the people, &c.. 
And fo go2zs on with a forrowiul complaint of 
their doleiul condicion and ſuffe: ings. 

Now when 1: was that .this People of God" 
were in, and under tuch fad Diſpenfations as if 
forſaken of God, and caſt off as they complain, 
is hard to ſay. But probably ir-was in the time 
of the Babvlonith Captivity. ' But I ſhall leave it. 

Oaly betore I procezd, Epray lee us tolemnly 
and ſeriouſly confiver whether 1t is not thus with 
us in a prear meaſure in New England at leaſt 
threatned. lirve we not cauſc to complain that 
God in a great mealure hath ( as *twere ) caſt us 
off and for f:icen us. What is the meaning elſe 
of that grear Wrath of God againſt us ? 1n giv- 
ing up fo many of our fellow Chriſtians from 
tIMs tO tune unto the cruei hands of the Barba- 
rous Heathen, protei}:d Worſhippers of the De- 
Vi ; fo ling ( a5 *ewere ) Hell looſe againſt F- 
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If we are not ſenſible of it, God will make ns 
ſenſible of it before he has done with us, as he 
did this people ; that we, as they ſhall 1n like 
manner mourntully complain before him. 

Now the fad complaint this people here make 
of their aflited ſtate, is greatly aggavated in 
their calling to mind what great things God did 
for their Fathers in former days, as you may les 
from v. 1. tc 9. We have heard with our ears, O 
God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didſt tn 
their days, in the times of old. v. 2. How thou didſt 
drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedſf 
them ; how thou didſt afflit the people, and caſt them 
out. v. 3. For they pot not the land in poſſeſſion by their 
own ſword, neither did their own arm [ave them : but 
thy right hand, ana thine arm, and the light of thy 
eountenance, becauſe thou badſf a favour unto them 
And then he-goes on with prayer, to make way 
for the following"complaints of their forrows and 
ſufferings, notwithſtanding thoſe great things 
God had done for their fathers. 

And now I pray you, may we not rightly and 
truly 1n every particular {ay as theſe do : That 
we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have 
told us, what great things God did do for them 
in thoſe firſt times, when God planted' them as 
his Vineyard, in his firſt ſettling pure Evangelical 
Churches in New-Enpland ; and to that end caſt 
out the Heathen, at -J-aft diminiſhe their great 
numbers ; and all this God did by his right hand, 
2nd Arm of his power, and the light of his coun- 


B 3 2NAanCe, || 


| 


[ 22 ] 


tenance, becauſe he had a favour unto them, was 
with them, and their defence and glory in thoſe 
times. But now as to us their Poſterity and Suc- 
ceſlors in theſe days : Alas! we may ſadly fay ; 
But thou haſt ca#t off, and put us to ſhame, and goeſt 
mot forth with our Armies; and 1o throughout to 
the end of that Lamentation. 

| And thus ] have mentioned the diftreſſes of 
that ancient 7/-ael of God in thoſe days ; as alſo 
our own ſorrowful State in theſe times parallel 
therewith, as if it had been pen'd for us in New- 


England as well as for them 3 and fo we ought to 


apply and improve it. 

2. In the next place, which is moſt remarka- 
ble, we have the Churches gracious frame of Spi- 
ric, and Integrity under all theſe diſtreſſes and af- 
fictions they had complained of ; ſay they, Al 
this 1s come upon us, yet bave we not forgotten thee, 
neither have we dealt falſely in thy "Covenant. v. 18. 
Our heart is not turned back : neither have our fleps 
aeclined from thy way. v. 19. Though thou haſt ſore 
broken us in the place of dragons, and covered us with 
the ſhadow of death. And ſee on v. 20, 21, 22. 

3. And then that afflicted Church goes on with 
moſt affectionate argumentative prayer for Gods 
javour, that he would deliver them for his Mer- 
cies ſake, as in the 4 laft verſes of the Pſalm at 
firſt mentioned. Although this prayer was the 
principal thing I had my eye upon, and unto 
which the many diſtrefling Diſpenſations of God 
towards us calls us to, even throughout the Land, 

n Oe | uo” 
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yet I ſhall wave at preſent, and proceed + 
Let us then for our ſolemn conſideration, coms 
pare the preſent ſtate and condition of the People 
of God in theſe times, eſpecially our own in this 
part of the World, with what we find here ex- 
preſt concerning that ancient Church and People 


of Iſrael in thoſe days. viz. 


I. Their afMiitions and ſufferings. 2. Their 
irame of ſpirit and behaviour under all, for our 
refletion and awakening in theſe ſkepy times. 

x. For the ſuffering part, having glanced upon 
that already, I ſhall not further inſiſt upon it,” 16 
being fo obvious to every ſeeing eye, yea, every 
ear in all places throughout the Land may hear 
the doleful complaints that are made of our pub- 
lick. Calamities, fears and diſtrefles from the Righs- 
teous Judgment of God wherewith we have been 
tollowed for many years paſt, and ſtill are. 

And doubtleſs the memotial of the great things 
God did for our Fathers and Anceſtors, leit upon 
Record for us, cannot but be a ſore aggravation 
of our fins, and juſt ſufferings in theſe declining 
and degenerate times. 

But ſecondly & principally : Let us folemnly ſee 


afflictions and calamities here complained of ; and 


ſee whether it be ſo with us, whether we can tru-| 
Iy fay, and-acquit our ſelves betore the Lord, and|| 
to him as they did : And for our clote refle&tiony| 


we will come to particulars by way ot Enquiry. 


. 


(] 


} }} 


this peoples gracious frame of ſpirit under all their }! 


x. Can we fay as they do, v.17. All his is 
4 come | 
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come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, neither 
have we dealt falſely in thy eovenant. v. 18. Our heart 
#5 not turned back : neither have our ſteps declined from 
thy way, &c. If we fay it is fo with us, I may Re- || tha 
ply, or rather God may ſay to us as Samuel did to | Ne 
Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 14. What meaneth then this bleating || Ch 
of the ſheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the Oxen | in 
which I bear ? | ſee 
Let us therefore (I fay ) more difſtinatly confi- Þ| aw 
der the particulars of the folemn proteſlion this ipe 
people here make ; and they do it to God himſelf, Þ N; 
Which 1s an awful thing. i fr 
I. Say they, after all this that is come upon us, | for 
yet have we not forgotten thee. Now pray con- | io: 
ſider, Can we, or dare we lay as they do? That Une; 
we have not forgotten God in ſundry reſpects or ge! 
rather may not the Lord juſtly fay to us as to de: 


Baickſliding 1/rael of old, Fer. 2.31, 32. O genera- the 
Fon, ſee ye the word of the Lord : have I been a wil- WC 
aerneſs unto Iſrael ? a land of darkneſs ! wherefore ſay {an 
my people, we are Lords, 2ye will come no more unto i01 
thee ; v.32. Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a th 
bride ber attire? jet my peap:e have forgotten me days 
without number. Pray confider whether this for- Lc 
gettulneſs of God may not be iound among us in 7 
this Wildernets 1a ſundry reſpects 7 I ſhall menti- an, 
on fome. As | L 
1. Have we not too much forgotten the Defign N 
and Ends of our Forc-tathers coming into this 6. 
Wilderneſs, viz, Religion and Godlineſs, with the [fo 


purity of Gads Worſhip and Ordinanges ; If ws 
WORE | | : " 
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fay we do not forget ; then iet me ſay, that is att 


aggravation of our in it we be icand- to purſue 


another Intereſt, viz. the W-.rid (for I know, 


that Religion was the Fo.invaion Intereſt of 
New England in their firlt ſe-tien{nt here both in 
Church and Common weal:i, But it the World 
in a great meaſure has cituved out that, God 
ſees it, whether we ſee it or nct, which was of 
awiul confideration to Giis Peotle the Pſalmiſt 
Ipeaks of ; fay.they, v. 20. If we hate forgtien rhe 
Name of our God, or Ftrerch:d4 out our hinds to & 


i range god : v.21. Shal! nut os ſearch this out ? 
for he.knoweth the Ree of the heart, And there- 


jore may noc the Lord jay chis Sn of Worldli- 
nels to New England. C LE as he Qid to his des 
generate people ot old, Jer. 6. 13. in the prece- 
dent verſes of that Chae: , God had threatned 
them with fore Judgments ; and that therein he 
would ſtretch out his band upon the whole land 3 
and then in wv. 1 3. he giyes the realon of it, vi, 


tor from the leaſt of them even to the greateſt of 


them, every One is given to Coveteouinels. 

And 'twas for this fin of Worldlines that the 
Lord was wroth with and ſmote Ephraim, Ia. F7- 
17. For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was { wroih 


Land [mote him : I hid me, & was wroth, & be went 


mn frowardly in the 2vay of his heart. And © 5 IroOM 
Ris root of all evil, as the Apoſtle calls i:, 1 Tem. 
6.10. the love of money ; that that gain of Oppiet- 
10n ariſes, which fills the whole land ; and for 

wuch lin the Lord threatned to lay his Vineyard 


walle, 


 ſterity, to walk with God,and to uphold his Warp © 
ſhip and Ordinances according to his revealed 


their own, or addition of Humane Inventions 


And to maintain Communion of Saints in Churc 
State, in purity and holineſs, looking well to thy 


| bers { many of them) and fome of our now Ac 
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waſte, as 7/a. 5. 6, 7. Read the place, And if we bl 
are not as yet a Vineyard laid waſte, aſfuredly ? 


we are by preſent and impending judgments laid J- 
Open to it, and have cauſe to fear. 

2. Again,this afflicted people could ſay, Neithey ©" 
have we dealt falſely in thy Covenant. Now can * 
we ſay ſo too? for we are Gods Covenant peo 
ple as they were. Our Fathers in their firſt ſet 


tling of Churches in New-England, did Covenant fer 


with God for themſelves and their ſeed and Poy P!* 


will in Goip:1 Inftictutions, without mixture © 


entring in, and going forth of the Sanftuary ; ac 
cording to that charge, Ezek., 44. 5. The negleq 
whereof in bririging in the uncircumciſed in hear 
and fleſh, the Lord does charge as breach of hi 
Covenant on that people. Now this was the he 
ly care of our Pore fathers in their time as ty 
well known. But have, and do we follow the! 
Example ? if ſo, What is the meaning of the mg] 


niteft degeneracy of this Generation ? very evi ple 
dent, it we compare Churches and Church: mem For 
W 


minittractions in practice and Diſcipline, with th clo 


_ way, pradtice and Diſcipline of Churches in thok ed 


firſt times. Let the Rules of the Goſpel left tha 
Chiilt and his holy Apoltles, ( being OO 


he 
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> wal Þle Laws of his Spiritual Kingdom ) determine 
edly} 2nd refolve the caſe; for all muit be tryed and 
laid Judged by thoſe Divine. Laws an. Rules in the 
_ | Great Day. But I deſhie rather to mourn in ſe- 
cret for theſe things, than to mention parcica* 
lars, becauſe I would not offend ; yet let me ſay, 
that then at firſt the Churches were the Glory of 
Chriſt, and upon all the glory there was a des 
| tence, as promiſed, I/a. 4.5, 6. And further, (I 
pray ſeriouſly mind 1t, and know, that according 
to the purity of Churches, hath been, and will 
£4 be. their Protegion. Burt when once by their 
degeneracy they become as the outward Cour!- 
Worſhippers ( which ſome in theie times incline 
to) they ſhall then be given to be trodden _un- 
| der foot of the Gentiles. ( witnets the once jamous 
leven Churches of 4s ) And if that in part be 
| the condition of-fame Churches in this Land at 
this day, to be in danger of being deſtroyed by 
1 Antichriftian and Heathen Enemics, we may ap- 
prehend the cauſe, and may well tear Got has a 
| Controverſy even With. his Churches, as well as 
i8 the whole Body of this People. 
1. 3- Inche next place, can we tay with this peo- 
ple : Our heart 1s not turned back either have our fleps 
declined from thy way. O that was a great thing ! 
whilſt cheir heart kept right with God, chey kept 
| cloſe to him.in other things; but when that turn- 
{| ed back from God, then they declined apace, and 
jo fat in every thing. Now can we in theſe times 
r4 Jay thus; Alas, alas! our wound lyes here ; g/ 
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2 48 O this is the ground of the Apoſtacy of this age; - 
ol the degneracy of New. England in this Genera | 
tion ; our hearts are gone, and turned back from | Ge 
God, and from one another, as Chriſt has foretold | out 
of the laſt times. And hence it is that our ſteps | ſen 
are declined from his ways ; the firſt & beſt ways | 7 
of the Churches of Chriſt, and of our godly fore- | 
fathers in our primitive times. Let me explain 8 
and evince this in ſome par'iculars. reſ} 
I. Do not our hearts go ſeveral ways herein ; | Juk 
ſo this people had but one heart ( as "twere ) a; | odi 
mong them all; for they do not ſay our hearts, | 
WT but our heart is not turned back. So in the Pri- | tim 
|| mitive 'Fimes f the Goſpel 'tis ſaid 4.2.4. there Þ P!'t 
1 was fingleneſs of heart, or one heart among them, _ 
And fo it might be faid of our Firſt New-England þþ |, 
Churches. But now alas! it may be faid of us, 
as the Lord complains of 1ſrael, Hof. 10. 1, 2. Their - | 
heart is divided, now ſhall they be found faulty. ſur 
O I could ſay much of the forrowful confe-[ it f 
quents of this heart diviſion among Gods profeſ-] wa 
ſing people, when they began to" decline in the qu 
other England, and that in my own time, and ob- old 
ſervation there, which proved a ſad in-let to their Al 
aſter changes and fuffering in many reſpe&ts. 
2. Again, Have we not left or loſt our firſt] : 
loi e upon a Splritual account. This .the Lord Je- Be 
jus charges upan that ſhining Church of Epheſus, of 
which out ſhined moſt of the Churches in our 
times, as you may fee, Rev. 2. 1,2, 3- And yet 
chargzd with this loſs of firſt love ; and therefore 
throatned 
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RP to be Unchurched, if they Repented not ; ſee 
verſe A, 5. | 

Now if it be found that we have left our firſt love to 
God, and one to another, and to the good ways of. God 
our fore-fathers walked in, How far this threarning & 
ſentence may concern us, [ ſhall leave to ſolemn conlide- 
ration : And ſay tio more. 

3. Are we not in this Generation ( at leaſt too many ) 
grown more lax, and large in our principles, yea and in 
praCtice alſo, then in the firſt times, and that in ſundry 
reſpects. Indiffterent about tke things of Gad, it not 
lukewarm; the Evils charged upon the Churches of La- 


 odicea and Sardis, as Rev. 3. 2, 3 and 15, 16. 


> Ah ! how indifferent are moſt Chriſtians in theſe 
times ;* can too eafily give way to, and comply with new 
principles-and praCtices in the things of God, without 
clear Stripture warrant. And what a lukewarm tfrarhe 


of Spirit as to Religion, may be found almoſt every 


where,ſo that we may fear the life & power of Religion 
will wither & dye away by degrees,ifChriſt revive it not. 
| For Laſtly, Havewe not in theſe times in a'great mea- 
ſure loſt the power of Godlineſs both in heart and life ; 
if ſo, fits no wonder that our ſteps are declined from his 
ways, for if heart godiineſs be gone, liſe godlineſs will 
quickly follow, He 
eld upen Abraham, Gen. 17. 1. I am God Almighty or 
Alſuffuiczent, walk before me, and be thou upright. When 


| once we grow 1n heart {light and formal in our Commu- 


nion and walking with God,we ſhall quickly grow ſlighr 


in other reſpects: If we looſe the life and power of god- 
linefs in our hearts, we ſhall loſe it alfo in our lives ; and 


of and againſt this we are ſolemnly warned in theſe Jat- 


ter days we are fallen into, 2 Tim, 3. 1, 5. pray read the 
We have cauſe greatly tro mourn to ſee the Ac- 
compliſhment of what the Holy Apoſtle there forcrells in 

0 


Text. 


1ce...the Lord laid that Charge of 
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1/2 1 ſo great a meaſure : The Lord help us fo fear our ſelves; i[g; 
IF & to watch and pray that we enrer not into temptation ; Þ 
and 9 be carried away with the iniquity af the times.  ; ; 
Having thus ſpoken 10 the principal matters contained 
1n this Pſalm, in r: {crerce to the times welive in, for our 
rHetion ard awakening: That we way be ftirred up 
ro prepzre to meet the Lord in the way of his Judgment, | er 
for he is ſurely come ftorih out of his place, to puniſh the || po, 
Inhabitants of the Earth tor their iniquity. I hall there- ken 
fore craw towards a concluſion ; ana only. a tew. words his 
{urther for [Improvement of the whole. . _-.-- IDE 
I. Then it we have been long, and ftill are an afflicts, | no 
ed people in this Land, and cannot but ſay, unlefs we are®Þ zþe 
allzep, or worſe, penally hardened, as *tis 1/a. 9. 1. For: els 
' all this his Anger is not turned away, but his hand 2s ſtret= 
= cled cut fill. Then [ fay, let us humbly Juſtify God in | 
ij all, and judge our ſelves tor this, fee Neb. g. 33. Thou || þ, 
art juſt. zn'all that is come up:n us, for thou aft done right (| ye 
but we have done wickedly : and Ezra. Q.1 3. And after all 74 
. this that is come upon 1s for our evil geeds, and for our great | 
treſpaſies, ſeeing that. thou cur God bait puniſht us leſs than 
f our Iniquities deſerve. ; 
| And ſurely great cauſe we' have thus alſo to Juſtify 
God in the many woful; waftingenloag continued and 
1 annually ſtil] increaſing Judgments he hath. followed as 
1 with to this day, conſidering that our Degeneracy from 
| the firſt and beſt ways of his Covenant peopie in our 
j primuive times, goes on and increaſeth; and that P ride, 
| Oppreſion and Profaneſs ( too much connived at ) ſeems 
i © abound more and more, in all or molt parts of the 
| Land, as if we were already ripe, or ripening apace for 
| an overflowing Scout ge, or utter defolation, which the | 
Lord in mercy prevent. 
' And yer though the by-paſt, preſent and further threat- 
ned Judgments of God are very terrible, I am more a- 


fraid 
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lows: | raid of that word from LULA he denounced againſt 
Wes; Ephraim of old, Hof, 4.17. Ephraim 1s joined to Idols, 
on 3 Flerhimnr alone. That degree of reſolvednels in Degenera» 
_ 3 "cy does fo manifeſtly appear among us, that 1 fear and 


ined [tremble, left the Lord ſhould fay of us, Let them alone. 


,UX JO for 2 people, or particular Soul to be Jer alone in 
| UP Ftheir Sin, is a moſt dreadful thing, the forclt of Judg- 
ents | ments, B we find it expreſt, Plz. $1. 11, 12 My Peop'e 
1 the | pould not hearken to my voice, &c. They would not hear- 
IE” | ken to his voice, ſpeaking to them by his Prophets, by- 
ords | his Word, andby his Judgments. Ged had been long 
a | ſpeaking to them in all theſe ways, but ſtill they would 
UCt= not hearken ; and then follows: So I gave them np to 
AE} thezr own hearts luits, and they walked in their own coun 
Iy file A ; 

"d-l And then verſe x3. follows a fad Lamentation for 
| in | them; Godhimaſelf laments their caſe. O that my People 
hou |, Þad hearkenell, unto me, and 1ſrac! bad waiked in my ' ways. 
got Þ verſe T4. I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, and 
0 Turned my hand againſt their Adverſaries. 

"an | - Now may not the Lerd thus Lament over his Pro- 
| fefling People in New- England ; yea, and well he may. 
ity For furely had we hearkened to the_Jzords fo long 
nd ſpeaking tous.by the Miniſtry of his"Word, and by his 
45 | Judgments, and* walked in” his ways accordingly, after 


Ur 


ns ſoon have ſubdued our Enemies, that are {ach a' fore 
Ne Scourge to us from year to year, and preſerved u3 
XN as he would' have preſerved that his Ancient Iſra- 
IC el'1n thoſe dayes, and not' ſo follow ; b:{1des the 

 f| preſent War) with ſuch yearly waſting, Impoveriſh- 
-» ing and Famine threatning Judgments to this day. 
; Y 


dy - 


"tj the good Example of our Godly Fore-fathers ; and ad- 
| hered -to the good Scriptural Foundations then laid 
Cy m Church and Common: wealth ; the Lord would 
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Inſtead then of Cnlerive and Diſcontene; what” 
ever piblick''or perſonal Calamittes | and AﬀiQtions | 
we are under, Let us»fay with Feremy, Lani! *3 
C 2%. It is of ' the Lords Mercy we are not canfunied; | 
p 'F becauſe | bis C ompaſſt ns fail not : and with * Fob" hats W.. 


"> : * "Fx y L > 


1nake GUY Supplication to cur Fudge. And in Þ:: 
ing, as he, chap. 23. 4. fill our mouths, with" Arg 
Ments : I hat 18 Let. US night and day; Loget 
; nd apart, follow God with. "humble, penitent, | pa} 
Conate, fervent and, earnelt Prayers, *and Cries i 1 
the Name, and through: the Mediation: : of .. JESURF 
GHRIST: our Advocate ang Meritorious Inter | 


cf God bY in thoſe ai treſſing rigges, when - Wes. 
have. their holy Example im the words: far - RN 
And wherewith tor our Directions: - as: Jaiting + our® 
own forrowtul RcNs | ſhall eonc lucy ” CTEBIS; 
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Arſe fer. our he: iD - atia | Hedem: us fir diy 7 Krcies | 
Sake. Amen, __ | 
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